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goes to Virgil having been charged with very absurd notions, which it seems more likely than not were the absurd constructions which ignorant contemporaries put upon sensible opinions of his.
One curious part of this discussion is that neither side has allowed Pope Zachary to produce evidence to character. He shall have been an Urban, say the astronomers; an Urban he ought to have been, say the theologians. What sort of man was Zachary? He was eminently sensible and conciliatory; he contrived to make northern barbarians hear reason in a way which puts him high among that section of the early popes who had the knack of managing uneducated swordsmen. He kept the peace in Italy to an extent which historians mention with admiration. Even Bale, that Maharajah of pope-haters, allows himself to quote in favor oi Zachary, that "multa Papalem dignitatem decentia, eadenv que prasclara (scilicet) opera confecit."1 And this, though s* willing to find fault that, speaking of Zachary putting z little geographical description of the earth on the portico oi the Lateran Church, he insinuates that it was intended tv affirm that the Pope was lord of the whole. Nor can lu say how long Zachary held the see, except by announcing his death in 752, "cum decem annis pestilentise sedi pne-fuisset"2
There was another quarrel between Virgil and Boniface which is an illustration. An ignorant priest had bap tized "in nomine Patria, et Filia et Spiritua Sancta." Boniface declared the rite null and void: Virgil maintained the contrary; and Zachary decided in favor of Virgil, 01 the ground that the absurd form was only ignorance o; Latin, and not heresy. It is hard to believe that this mat deposed a priest for asserting the whole globe to be in habited. To me the little information that we have seem;
1 "He performed many acts befitting the Papal dignity, and like wise many excellent (to be sure!) works."
2 "After having been on the throne during ten years of pestilence;